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the path of opposition against every successive administra-
tion. She was not quick to adopt the opinion of others.
At the time of the Culturkampf this propensity was in-
tensified by the Catholics surrounding her Majesty, who
obtained their information and instructions from the Ultra-
montane camp. That party utilised with skill and discern-
ment the old propensity of the Empress to exercise her
influence in the improvement of each successive govern-
ment. I repeatedly dissuaded Falk from plans of resigna-
tion in connexion either with letters of displeasure from
the Emperor, which were probably not due to the initiative
of the august ruler himself, or with slights offered to his wife
at court. I recommended him to maintain a passive attitude
!                           towards the ungracious communications of his Majesty, un-

I                           adorned, as they were, by any counter-signature, and ref er-

I                           ring less to Culturkampf than to the Minister's relations

'                           with the  High  Consistorial  Court and  the  Protestant

\                           Church; but in any case to bring his grievances before the

*                           State Ministry, whose suggestions, if unanimous, the King

f                          was wont to respect.    Finally, however, being exposed to

!                           mortifications that wounded his sense of honour, he decided

?                           to resign.    All the accounts which state that I ousted him

j                           from the ministry rest upon invention, and I was surprised

j        -                   that he never publicly contradicted them, although he

t                           always remained in friendly relations with me.    Among

(                          the events that decided his retirement I can still remem-

;                          her that it was the disputes with the High Consistorial

Court and the clerics connected with it that brought
about the rupture with his Majesty, though it was easy to
detect, from the manner in which the controversial matters
that told against Falk were developed and brought to a
head, the collaboration of more dexterous hands and higher